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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

June 22, 2016 

Held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Jim Beal, Doug Busch, Paul Piper, Pat Shinn and Ron Soberalski 

Also present: Terry Wahr and Josh Wickham (representative for applicant).  

Meeting was called to order at 6:33 p.m. by Chairman Soberalski. 
 

BUSINESS SESSION 

Public Comment – NONE 

Communications – NONE 

Moved by Piper and seconded by Busch to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Request by Ronni Magee for a variance to Article V. Zoning Districts Regulations, Section 109-254(a) 

R-1 District required front yard setback to reduce the 40’ minimum front yard setback to 25’ on the south 

side of the parcel along W. Park View Ct.  
 

Moved by Beal, seconded by Shinn to open the public hearing at 6:40 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 

Soberalski read “The notice of the public hearing was published in the Ludington Daily News on 

Tuesday, June 7, 2016 and has been posted on the township website and the bulletin board located at the 

entrance of the Town Hall.  The neighbors were notified by first class letter.” 
 

Soberalski opened the floor to Josh Wickham, representative for Ronni Magee.  Wickham explained that 

to construct the new home using the required setback on the south would result in removal of almost all of 

the existing trees on the lot.  He also noted that the surrounding property owners were in favor of the 

variance request in order to retain the privacy and natural look that the mature trees provide.  With the 

proposed 25’ setback, the south wall of the garage would nearly line up with the front porch of the 

neighboring (Sanocki) house.  The Magees are asking for relief only on the south side and will meet the 

other required setbacks.  The proposed new home will be similar in size as most others in the subdivision.  
 

There were no public comments regarding this variance request. 

Shinn presented five written communications regarding this variance request: 

1. Alan and Kara Albrecht:  The letter stated that they live in the subdivision and are in full 

support of the variance request as they value the number of trees in the neighborhood and the 

variance would reduce the number of trees that would need to be removed for home 

construction. 

2. Eric and Russalle Anthes:  The letter stated support for the Magee variance request. 

3. Michael and Mandi Ivinson:  The letter stated that they live next door to the Magee parcel 

and are in full support of the variance request as it will allow many large trees to remain in 

the subdivision. 

4. Michelle Sanocki:  The letter stated support for the variance request. 

5. Charles Gunsell:  The letter stated support for the variance request. 
 

Moved by Beal, seconded by Shinn to close the public hearing at 6:48 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Request by Ronni Magee for a variance to Article V. Zoning Districts Regulations, Section 109-254(a) 

R-1 District required front yard setback to reduce the 40’ minimum front yard setback to 25’ on the south 

side of the parcel along W. Park View Ct.  
 

Soberalski asked Wahr where the residents that submitted letters were located in relation to the Magee 

parcel; Wahr pointed their locations out using the assessing program on the smartboard.  Soberalski 

commented that three of the five neighbors in support of the variance request immediately surround the 

Magee property and that all of the neighbors with comments were concerned about the ability to keep as 

many mature trees in the neighborhood as possible.  Beal asked if there were any variances in Timber Hill 

Subdivision to which Wahr responded there were none granted to his knowledge.  Beal then commented 
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that the house located directly east of the Magee parcel appears to have a front yard setback of less than 

40’ along the Park View Court frontage and that parcel is a corner lot, too.  Beal questioned which of the 

remaining yards would be the back yard and side yard.  Wahr responded that the Ordinance calls for the 

Building Inspector to designate which lot line will be the rear line on corner lots.  Shinn asked about the 

variation in elevation on the parcel and Wahr replied with information on the designated easement for 

storm water retention off the northeast corner of the property.  Beal asked if the Magee parcel is the last 

lot to be developed to which Wahr responded it was in fact the final vacant lot in the Timber Hill 

Subdivision.  Members discussed the four general standards required for issuance of a variance. 

 

Moved by Soberalski to approve the variance request submitted on May 23, 2016 by Ronni Magee for the 

property located at 6660 W. Park View Ct., Ludington, MI Parcel number 53-010-770-000-010-00, to 

Article V. Zoning District Regulations, Section 109-254 (a) R-1 District required front yard setback of the 

Zoning Ordinance to reduce the 40’ minimum front yard setback to 25’ on the south side of the parcel 

along W. Park View Ct. due to the following findings of fact or evidence: 

1. The characteristics of the property being a corner lot requiring two front yard setbacks, an 

existing easement for storm water retention and several large, mature trees create somewhat 

extraordinary circumstances for this parcel by limiting the available buildable area. 

2. A decreased front yard setback on the south side of the property along W. Park View Ct. 

would allow preservation of several mature trees located on the parcel as well as retain a 

visual barrier from the storm water retention area located near the northeast portion of the 

property. 

3. A decreased front yard setback on the south side of the property along W. Park View Ct. will 

not be of substantial detriment to adjacent properties.  In fact, it appears the parcel bordering 

on the east side has a home constructed with a very similar setback distance along Park View 

as it is also a corner lot. 

4. Other than the characteristic of the property as a corner lot, it was felt that the other features 

existing on this particular property are not so common to other corner lots that would result in 

recurrent variance requests. 

Seconded by Beal.  No further discussion.   

Motion carried. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Beal and seconded by Soberalski to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.   

Meeting adjourned by Chairman Soberalski at 7:10 p.m. 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Patrick Shinn, Secretary    Kristin Lange, Recording Secretary 

 


